The Egyptian Halls, 84-100 Union Street, Glasgow

A National Scandal in Slow Motion
45 Years and counting!

The essence of propaganda is blaming others
for what you caused yourself!

Now in 2025, the once independent heritage-centric stakeholders are under
pressure, compromised, chasing reduced funding sources and resources!

Accountability and transparency are fragile, especially when truth is distorted!
Once upon a time, Heritage stakeholders were renowned for being fiercely

independent, none more so than Alexander “Greek” Thomson’s greatest
champion, the late Professor Gavin Stamp.

R/ \rqnv:m .\

The “Piloti” Legacy

See overleaf of his carefully worded praise and criticism, 1999-2019.



The Egyptian Halls Year 2000 Brilliant 100% Conservation Scheme Pages 3-5
Please read these ringing endorsements by
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2) Letter to Historic Scotland 12th November 1998

3) Letter to John Addison - Structural Engineer 16th January 1999
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12th December, 1998

Rodger McConnell

Director

Physical and Economic Regeneration
Glasgow City Council

20, Trongate, G1 5EY

EGYPTIAN HALLS, UNION STREET

We are very glad to leam that the legal impasse which prevented the planned
restoration of Egyptian Halls earlier this year is now likely to be resolved. Our
understanding is that, having bought out Mr Dyer, Mr Derek Soutar of Dundee now
owns 84% of the building and is in a position to proceed with the necessary work,

[ have read the reports by Peter Stephen & Partners and by the Morrison
Partacrship, architects, both dated October 29th, 1998 and am lmptessed by thcn
cauticus and res ing. , ‘

aspects of the earlxet pmposals for lhe rehabﬂmuon of Egypuan Halls - pamcularly
regarding strengthening the iron structure and stone-cleaning - with which we were
not at all happy but which we supported if the only alternative was to be the loss of

Thomson's extraordinary commercial masterpicce. We are therefore glad to find that,
in the present proposals, the rear circular staircase is now to be retained and that the
purpose of the so-called ‘concrete’ infill on each floor is now properly understood.

This letter is to record our support for the repair and stabilisation proposals
made by Peter Stephen & Partners and the Morrison Partnership and to cxpress the
hope that, if they are adopted by the building’s majerity owner, they will receive the
necessary consents and support so that work can proceed as soon as possible.

Gavin Stamp
Chairman
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12th December, 1998

John R. Hume

Chicf Inspector

Historic Scotland

Longmore House, Salisbury Place
Edinburgh £H9 1SH

EGYPTIAN HALLS, UNION STREET, GLASGOW

We are glad to lcarn that the legal impasse which prevented the planned
restoration of Egyptian Halls carlier this year is now likely (o be resolved. Our
understanding is that, having bought out Mr Dyer, Mr Derek Soutar of Dundee now
owns 84% of the building and is in a position to proceed with the necessary work

3 abi mnon of £ gyptnan Halls - particularly
regarding strcngtrhcnmg the iron structure and stone-cleaning - with which we were
not at all happy but which we supported if the only alternative was to be the loss of
Thomson's masterpiece. We are therefore glad to find that, in the present proposals,
the rear circular staircase is now to be retained and that the purpose of the so-called
‘conerete’ infill on cach floor is now properly understood.

This letter is 10 record our support for the repair and stabilisation proposals
made by Peter Stephen & Partners and the Morrison Partnership and to express the
hope that, if they are adopted by the building’s majority owner, they will receive the
necessary consents and support so that work can proceed as soon as possible.

Gavin Stamp
Chainman
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THE ALEXANDER THOMSON SOCIETY

I Moray Place, Strathbungo, Glasgow G41 2A0
Telephone 041 423 3747

~=CEIVED

16th January, 1999

. B JAN 1999
John [3. Addison
Peter Stephen & Partners, Consulting Engineers e
15, Annandale Street
Lédinburgh EHT 4AW

/,—
| ,;5? /Adon

EGYPTIAN HALLS

Thank you for your letter of January 14th. [ enclose copies of the letters [ sent
1o the Council and to Historic Seotland a month ago.

Axed thank vou for the referenes to the Glasgow Herald article about the
CGordon Strest fire. | had forgonen that it was cited in Graham Law’s article, but that
must have sent me ofl to the Mitchell Litrary ta find it

Yes, do please Im:p me informed abowt dwetupnmm with this project. The

rounded i 193]t protect and promaote ihe work of the Scouish architeet Alexander ‘Creek” Thomsan (1817-1875)
Fatrans Profesor Andor Gomme, Professor Andrew MacMillan
Registered w o sooery for chariahle purposes SCN21447
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2 % it is an exotic and
extraordinary commaercial block, inventive and yet
practical.

A contemporary journal could even claim that “we
doubt if its equal, for onginality, grandeur of treatment,
of imposing effect. could be found in any city, not
excepting the metropolis wsell” Needless to say,
therefore, in recent years Egyptian Halls has been
neglected, its survival threatenad by decay and maluple
ownership,

muum(mmmm

have For ity council
SRR L e
owner o
legal wrangles, majonity

ownership has been

into commercial use has the backing of

Scotland, But 1t is at this point, when the future of this

building scems reasonably hopeful for the first time in

decades, that Scottish Enterprise Glasgow has chosen

mllwplugwmgcmnmxtogxw
250,000 in grant aid of public money.

It claims that to help this project “is not a
peiority... in terms of the ating Plan 200002001
and “does not fit with any of the prionities for Scottish
E s¢ National™, Yet three years ago, when called
the Glasgow Development Agency, this enterprise
company, doling out public money from its plush city-
centre offices, was prepared 10 support @ more
destructive rehabilitation  scheme in the  typical
Glagow macho style. Indeed, it attempted to blackmail
bodies like Histonic Scotland into accepting a
potentially destructive stone-cleaning of Thomson's
extraordinary facade. Image is cverything for the
agency's sharp-suited spivs, after all, not “term
sustainability.

This decision senously undermancs the attemnpt to
rescuc  this much-abused boilding. Yet of the

Sept 2000 — praises GCC and TMP/Add Cons for effective collaboration - P 6

rehabilitation and commercial use of a largely empty
city-centre urban masterpicce by one of the two
architects of international stature for which poor old
Glasgow is famous is not to be regarded as of
cconomic benefit to the city — as 1o out-of-
town Amenican-style hypermarkets and business parks
— then what on carth could be?

Would the agency now help with the restoration of
a commercial building by Mackintosh? After all, one
of the aims of Scottish Enterprise Glasgow is meant to
be the “development, redeve! and improvement
of the environment™. Are they or fools — or
are these flash executives just reflecting the modemn
Glasgow culture of loathing good architecture and old
buildings?

MY ATTENTION has been drawn, as they say,
to the new “authorised" 1y of the late Sir
Hugh Casson by José Manser in which this
column'’s relentless persecution of that cuddly
exemplar of charm and shabby chic is
condemned.

My criticisms of Casson & Conder’s Ismaeli
Centre in South Kensington in 1982 (Eye 549) are
even described as * on racist in their
venom", What I did, in fact, was to wonder how the
Aga Khan, the plutocratic leader of a Muslim sect,
should have so effortlessly acquired a site opposite
the Victoria & Museum once dedicated to the
British people and intended for the National
ndlm&c:i‘:” uasi:‘:uavdﬂ'c&“

y very
Jirst Sir Hugh Casson Medal. Was | ?

Perhaps Mrs Manser too much identifies her
hero with her husband Michael who, as president of
the RIBA and a knee-jerk modernist, has also been
mentioned in this column. In her book, she declines
ag:matuymu[w-y“mm"m
‘asson.

For the record, as | am “ever ready to be

ale, Liverpool
Station. Later, he used his legendary charm to
bmaupwmmm.sm
Place, without listed building consent.

De mortuis nil nisi bonum? Dear Sir Hugh
“suffered with stoicism the abuse which was hurled
at him" but | am told that being made a joke-figure
in the Eye greatly hurt him towards the end of hi
%. I cannot pretend that | am sorry. He also
id much harm to the great city of Bath with the

did things — which is more than can be said
';‘:lu«mmnpu&hqﬂymmh

‘Piloti’




urban ,

Hoiroliymecisdhgry

tion largely because of the blink- : _

ered burcaucratic design and  construction”.

of me«uu ¢ council has impiomdmlhc Scottish
‘ernment L0 cover remainin,;

mm"""""""’ﬁfm 8

Sept 2010 — criticises blinked and non-accountable bureaucracy - P7

Private Eye : September 2010
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> BVMMhM&me Furthermore be has
. is one of the most astonishing bui :
win 2 full of great architecture (see

v~ Eyes 947,950 & 1011),

Built in 1870-72 as a sort of department store-
cum-exhibition Jery, it was designed by
Alexander “Greek™ Thomson, one of the two
original architects of intermnational stature for whose
works Glasgow is celebrated (the other being St
Charles Rennie Mackintosh),

The interior is & most unusual structure of cast

mostly now demolished; Egyptian
Halls, his exotic commercial mas-
terpiece, miraculously survives -

ust.
Neil Baxter, secrctary of the
Royal Incorporation of Architects
Scotland,

building of the first importance, not §
simply in Glasgow or Scotland but |

in E terms™, It is listed mt
the hi “A". Yet this
“’fﬁwi s e o |

shortfall of £1.35m on the £18m
a Chinese restaurateur, Egyptian | proj
Halls has been in a sorry state for
three decades. It has long lost the exotic cast-iron
lamp standards that stood outside; the central
doorcase has gone and the shop-fronts are
inappropniate. Today the roof leaks, the interior is
sodden, the iron is corroding and the stonework
crumbling. The upper floors have Jong been empty;
and now the tenants of the ground-floor shops have




March 2011 — criticises Scot Govt for not funding Heritage/Regeneration - P8

ate Eye : March 2011
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| recently reponed how Dumfries & Galloway
council had abandoned for the old Theatre
Royal as hauni “no future”. Earlier, there was the
plan to demolish Moat Brae House, a Late
Georgian mansion once the home of JM. Barrie,
by the Lorebum Housing Association with the
connivance of the council, which also acquiesced
in the smgpmg out of the town's Assembly Rooms
as a bar (Eye 1243).

Now the housing association, notorious for
the offensive mediocrity of the architecture it
erects in place of fine histonic buildings, has
applied to demolish a pair of decent red sandstone
houses, built by the sculptor William Flint, i St
Mary’s Street.

Along with the adjacent former Nithsdale
Hotel of 1878, these houses are in an Outstanding
Conservation Area. Histonic Scotland considers
them of architectural merit and that they contribute
to the conservation area by maintaining the
traditional street pattern and by forming part of the
wmng for St Mary's Church and Church Hall,
both listed

The houses were occupied until 2006 when

FIONA HYSLOP has al; shown Iaer
uselessness in the tragic saga
in Glasgow (see below), an aﬂnrlzz;'
iron-framed masonry commercial building in
Union Street, built in 1870-72 and one of the
most important few surviving works by
Scotland's most intelligent and original 19th
century architect, Alexander “Greek™ Thomson.

Listed at Grade A, it has been neglected for
more than 30 years and is now empty and in

serious danger of collqlw (Eyes passim), For
the last 13 years Derek

restore the ng
and convert it into an
hotel. He claims his
companies have
already spent £5m on
the project and are willing to invest a further
£12m and possibly £14m. Even with grant aid
JSrom Glasgow and elsewhere, however, there is
still a shortfall of £2.35m. So nothing happens,
the fabric deteriorates ﬁmhrr and the

the tenants were evicted by the housing = O

association and Dumfries & Galloway council,

which claimed that repairing and maintaining | the Scofis. f

them was too cxpensive. The of the site
owned by the council was sold to the housing
association in 2009. Lorebum now wants to
replace the houses with blocks of new “social
housing™ faced in zinc cladding, render, brick and
stone cladding — which will scarcely “enhance™
the conservation area,

Needless to say the council has granted
planning permission, claiming there was no
interest in the buildings when placed on the open
market in 2007, This is not true: Julict (‘ai‘r)tra
local landlord, offered a sum in excess of the
asking price the following year, but the council
withdrew the houses from the market,

Historic Scotland says there is no reason Nos
3-5 St Mary’s Street could not be made back into
dwelling houses and Nithsdale House converted
into flats, while more flats could be built on the
rest of the site. The demolition is strongly
opposed locally and by the Architectural Heritage
Society of Scotland; and a petition has been sent
to Fiona Hyslop MSP, Minister for Culture &
External Affairs, asking for the case to be called

n

No hope there: Ms Hyslop, in her usual wet
way, has declined 1o intervene, accepting
Lorebumn's pathetic claim that it is not possible to
retain the existing buildings and that the social
benefits to the council outweigh “historic
environment  issues”. So the mendacious
philistinism of Dumfries & Galloway Council
triumphs again,

the original iron internal structure of Egyptian
Halls can be saved and adapted, bcsruknd
JSrom the It is all very

Neil 1, secretary of the le
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, now
accuses Mr Souter of “trying to hold the Scottish
Government to ransom” ~ scarcely fair
considering how long he has batded, and how

‘Piloti’




June 2014 — criticises plans to remove Scaffolding, threatening Public Safety - P9

Private Eye : June 2014
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CCIDENTS will ha; , though it helps if
‘. precautions are taken against them.

In the case of the fire that destroyed

o |he West Wing of Glasgow School of Art,

dcstgmd by C.R. Mackintosh, ignition came from

expanding foam being placed on a hot projector in

an installation being prepared for the degree show

by a student in the department of sculpture and
environmental art,

The fire destroyed the school's library
(pictured) , an extraordinary and ongmal interior
of timber which was one of
Mackintosh’s  last  works and
arguably his finest, The school says
it will be recreated in replica - a
course of action that, when camed
out in a building like Uppark, the
National Trust country house in
West Sussex that was immaculately
recreated intemmally after a fire, is §
normally condemned as dishonest
“pastiche™ by modemists, who
advocate using the opportunity to
create something new and “of our
time”.

Such is the fame and, all right,

“iconic” status of Mackintosh's
masterpiece that pastiche is now
recom . The architect John McAstan has
argued that “it needs to be rebuilt exactly as it was
~ as authentically as possible... Perhaps the
materials used will have to be weathered. What is
built should not be perfect and clean.”

Thanks to the efficiency of Glasgow’s fire
service, the blaze was contained. The school
authoritics are now upbeat, saying most of the
structure and 70 percent of the contents survived;
the lecture theatre was only partially damaged and
the archives are safe. What the school is not saying
is that the store room above the library was also
destroyed.  This  contained  paintings by
\Aukmwsh s wife, Margaret Macdonald, as well
as fumiture. The Charles Rennic Mackintosh
Society says that more than a hundred picces by
Mackintosh are gone — as are all the rare books that
were in the library.

Nor is the school saying that managers were
repeatedly wamned about the fire danger — the
building was built like a traditional Glasgow
tenement, with much timber — and strongly advised
that only traditional painting and sculpture should
be permitted within its walls.

If ranks are closing in Renfrew Street, there are
still questions to be answered — and not only about
why expanding foam was ever permitted in so
precious a building. A rumour that a sprinkler
system was not tumed on was soon denied by &
“spokesman”™: “There has never been a sprinkler
system here because of the nsk of water damage to
fragile artefacts if it were activated in error”

This was a little economical. A high-pressure
water mist system had at last received planning
permission a year ago and was being installed. Why

wasn't it made operational sooner? Part of the
answer is that for the last few years all attention has
been directed towards completing the £50m Reid
Building on the opposite side of Renfrew Street.

This ugly pile is named not after the great local
hero Jimmy Reid, as many Glaswegians supposed,
but after Dame Seona Reid, until recently director
of the School of Art who, as such, must take some
responsibility for the management structure and
culture that treated Mackintosh’s building with
such complacent negligence.

Designed by Steven Holl, the
American  superstar  architect, the
Reid Building, a concrete brute clad
in green glass, with its internal
“Driven Voids of Light”, has none of
the delicacy, thoughtfulness or true
originality of Mackintosh’s building
(sece Eye 1285). Indeed, while
affecting to respond to Mackintosh, it
actually looms over and overawes the
School of Art.

It is the latest of many insults
poor Toshic has had to endure over
the years, But the fire, of course, is
much worse. It was right that his
most famous Glasgow creation was a
working building and not treated as a
sterile muscum, but the fact is that, despite it being
the School of Art’s principal asset, much loved by
the students who use it, and onc lha( gcncmed an

ncome through tours, and prest

umemdnmofn fmledcoloohﬁerh i)

The School of Art is now short of space and the
owners of the Egyptian Halls in Union Street have
offered temporary accommodation in  that
neglected but solid building, though as yet have
not received a response. Egyptian lhlfs is, of
course, onc of the last surviving works by
Glasgow’s other supremely original Victorian
architect of intermational  stature, Alexander
“Greek” Thomson (Eves passim). Neil Baxter,
secretary of the Royal Incorporation of Architects
in Scotland, has rightly described it as “a building
of the first importance, not simply in Glasgow or
Scotland but in European terms™ It is also listed at
Grade A. But whercas the governments in London
and Edinburgh have been quick to offer unlimited
sums to restore Mackintosh’s masterpiece (is there
a_referendum_soon, -l;% any chance?),

Halls is in no help
Histonic Ghswvleoml.wlmlmu
mhbﬂuﬂbuﬁw&ewﬂo{m
m"y MWM w
has further  deteriorati
Thomson's exotic commercial masterpiece over




July 2014 — contrasts continuing decay compared to favourable GSA treatment - P10
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= IIGKTON oka London-on-Sea, is full of

N . not least the exotic
lcnlhvilnl. it has long had a local

& MMMWbmﬂm

makes the place special

Many interestin; btuldmgs have been allowed
10 go; and perhaps the rot started when the Regent
Cinema, a remarkable building with wonderful
inteniors, came down in 1974, || had been closed
by the Rank Orgamisation, which had decided 10
concentrate on the old Brighton Hippodrome. And
now the Hippodrome itself, a theatnical building of
extraordinary interest with a huge circular intenor,
is itself under threat.

The Brighton Hippodrome ==y
(pictured), tucked away ncar 8
the Lancs and the scafront,

life in 1897 as an ice
nk. Three years later it was
partially rebuilt as a circus and
a theatre by Frank Matcham,
the doyen of theatre architects,
who gave it a richly decorated
imtenor with  balconies and
a wonderful wide dome
For many decades after it reopenced in 1902 lhc
Hippodrome was the principal theatrical venue
in Brighton. Sarah Bemhardt, Buster Keaton and
Laurel & Hardy performed there, not to mention
the Beatles and the Rolling Stones. In 1965
the theatre closed and, after a spell as a TV and
film studio, it was bought in 1967 by the Rank
Organisation and turmed nto a Mecca bingo hall
Bingo ceased in 2007, since when the building has
not used,

Now the Hippodrome has been acquired by
Alaska Development Consultants, who claim
(without evidence) that it is in danger of collapse
They to make it into a “new entertanment
hub”™, With architects Russ Drage they propose a
“restoration” which entails dividing up the interior
as an cight-screen cinema, leaving the space under
the dome as a restaurant, This scheme was strongly
opposed by the Theatres Trust, which pointed out
that the Hippodrome is the only surviving circus
theatre in the country, that its interior, by Matcham,
15 significant both nationally and intemationally,
and that no other grade 11*-histed theatre has been
allowed to be divided in this way. The developers
claim everything proposed will be reversible: but
as the theatre historian John Earl observes: “So it
is, if you believe an omeletie can be retumed to its
¢ egps.”

There is no reason the Hippodrome cannot be a
theatre again. What Brighton lacks is a lyric theatre,
Yes, it has the Brighton Centre, and the Theatre
Royal, now run by the Ambassador Theatre Group,
which is interested in operating the Hi ome
if it were restored. There is also the Dome, the
Orniental-style former stables to the Royal Pavilion,
but it has no fly-tower and 50 cannot receive major
musicals - which a restored Hippodrome could
But Brighton and Hove council seems determined
lbc Ihwodmmc \ull never b: a lhtam: agamn.

2
- e
5

Private Eye : June 2014

One officer stated that because it has been empty
for some time it can have no future, This, the
Frank Matcham Socicty points out, shows great
ignorance of theatre history: the London Coliscum
(also by “Matchless Matcham™) was for many
years a cinema before becoming home to English
National
At a planning meeting last month, Alaska’s
destructive scheme was approved, even though
there is another cight-screen multiplex close by,
along with hundreds of restaurants and bars. Much
was made of the lack of opposition from English
Hentage: but the planning commitiee was not told
that, in its letter, EH did not rule out the possibility
“that a theatre use, in a
repaired building, could be a
viable business in Brighton™
and “would be pleased to
considder  an  altemative,..
sal”. As the council
knows, the strongly supported
Our Brighton Hippodrome
campaign plans to submit just
such a proposal,

. The Theatres Trust has
asked for this case 10 be called in. Given that
the Hippodrome is listed 11* and could be very
important, if restored, to Bnghton's cconomy,
the secretary of state must surely take notice. To
his credit, Eric Pickles did the right thing over
Smithficld Market. He 1s now the only hope to
;l;zv this extraordinary butlding being mutilated

abused

J""\'m” Library in the lﬁu WM&
“mmmhcmﬁhbb

ﬂ“’

nm*mmar-m



e 7?77?2016 — details GCC plans to remove Scaffolding, but no idea to solve funding
impasse created by public sector errors and mistakes - P11

Private Eye : 22272 2016
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S THIS column bas often noted, some of
L the werst n-ah _are odoutnnl

»
cribised values but which, confident of
their own nighteowsness, coosider that their owa
neods transcend all others.

Frambeagham Colicge (formerly The Albest
MiddioClns College o Seffolk) has loog
owned ad nephected a2 oexo-chammng
weatherbooedad comage on its otate Anown &
The White Cottage. 1 has s appiied 1o
demmolinh 1t amd replace i with 2 poar of semi-
detachod houses in 2 simmilar styfe. The cottage s
pot ltcd, English Moemape baving recontly
dectined 10 spot lins i, anpsang that i@ dates from

\'“

1540 and has boen 200 much altcred, when in fat
s tinbor-framse is late 15th Centery. But it stands
o the Framlinghom conscrvation arca, whone
2013 appraisal by Satfolk Coastal distnict council
motes that it 1 ihe “only example of a completely
weathorbourdod  ducllmg  In the  entire
Comervanion arca., the baildeng makes a very
smportant contnbation to the chasxir of ihe
CONSEN J0n arca.”

Paul Taylor, beadmanior, han stated: “The
colicpe hus boce acutely aware of the poor stase
of the White Cottage for a number of yean and,
as we have doen advined it in eyond repast, we
micnd 10 demodish it.”™ But of i i in pooe repair,
this v due o negiest by Frambingham Colfege
and conmcnvation engisccrs al the distinguisbod
Morton Partncrship Belseve restoration e possible
and would e cheaper Bua demolitn and
echuibding

Local opimson s sphit. There s a petition
agaimst  domolation, bt  Framliogham fown
council seems in Gvour, so doedd reluctant 10
offend the college. The Goorngun Geoup has
obyected, bot the Suffolk Presenvation Society
doos not soem much concermed (i1 1 comedental
ot s chatrmuan, 3 formsr vicechanman of
Englnb Hentage, happens 10 be chammuan of the
schood povermon )

Framlingham Collcge has 2 large estate so
here s no pressing nocd 20 demedinh this poor
fatls contspe. Erghty of w0 years apo its haed red
Victorian Gethie building would have boen
repanded s Mdoous and expondable and the
cottage more worthwhule. Today, of coune, we
should be able 1o woe that both maner and doth
have chanm Enginh Hertage, now Historg
England, should kook again at the Whise Cottage
it merits Hsteng, And cherishang

THE Egyptian Halls in Union Street,

ot direc
::z:'.,"r..a.,";mm...
proximity 1o the pubiic. ™
Will mobody in the

Scouish
......A..m.......;:'."'“w
poimg Defove it ix too bate?

& MORE on the promises of Jamic Brown, the
el mnil bonaine™ onner of the Rishop's

Palace at S Columb Major in Comwall, 10
fesiore the festod busdding whach i in wrgent
povd of repair, Me Heown, alas, sow bas other
things on hes mind and will be appoaning at
Blackfnans cromn comrt 0n 14 March accused of
Wicgal possexsion of » fircarm - 2 charge whach
B strenuvandy denres

Suscly, piven My Brown's current kegal
Sravaily amd the very poor state of this important
buildang, it i now time Sor Coenwall council 10
B¢t i the public iserest and wie the powers
Bas 30 rescue i Early Victotian Gothi
masmsion After all, there s a sense o which
Nsted duthdmzs belong to the whole nation, Oy
will this spunciess local authority argue that 1o
sompulsondy perchase the howse while the
oweet is, abene, semporandy distracted, is o
deny him his human rights? Wasch this space

‘Piloti*

"1V motiiag apaimt forcgen workers of they v
oot spxcnalens shills and pay ther fases ”




Feb 2017 — criticises GCC for “masterly inactivity”- P12

Private Eye : February 2017
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HE Glasgow School of Art on Garnethill,

wwcrlng above Sauchiehall Street, is

% famous. When its custodians, through

culpable incompetence, allowed it to go
onﬁulhmvunngoulhﬂlholibmy-m
masterpiece of its architect, Charles Rennie
Mackintosh - was destroyed, Glasgow city
council and the world rallied round, promising
money to restore it Eye 1368).

Extraordinary, therefore, that there should
now be a redevelopment scheme for Sauchichall
Street  which  will
adversely affect the
setting of this grade
A-listed building. This
was first mooted and
put in for planning
permission last year. |
did not write about it '
then as | could not
believe that so bad and %
damaging a proposal ¥g¥
could be taken @
seriously. But it has
been, and it remains a
threat. In fact, the scheme has got worse.

The proposal is to replace the building in
Sauchichall Street which was lately Jumpin'
Jaks night club, a long structure of 1965-67

faced in brown brick, which has the one menit of

maintaining the four-storey height of its early
20th century neighbours, This is to be replaced
by the developer Urban Pulse with a 185-bed
block of student accommodation designed by
HAUS architects.

This design would be merely banal if it did
not rise from (an already excessive) five storeys
to six on the corner of Dalhousie Street and then
step up to eight storeys as it climbs up the steep
hill to the ¢ast wing of the School of Art. The
effect is largely to obscure the view of the rear,
south-facing elevation of Mackintosh’s building
~ an extraordinary, thrilling design which would
seem to be a romantic, abstracted version of
Fyvie Castle,

The Charles Rennie Mackintosh Society has
of course strenuously objected to this proposal,
as has every other amenity society in Glasgow
and beyond. What is extraordinary, however, is
that Historic Environment Scotland - which
claims to be “the lead public body set up to
investigate, care for and promote Scotland’s
historic  environment” is NOT opposing
redevelopment, thus confirming its reputation in
both Edinburgh and Glasgow for being feeble
and accommodating to both money and
government,

“It is unclear from the drawings what the
exact physical impact on the adjacent buildings
will be,™ is Historic Scotland’s useless response.
“But, following pre-application discussions, we
understand that it will directly affect the Grade

C-listed 304-332 Sauchichall Street, and not
Glasgow School of Art. If there are direct
physical impacts on Glasgow School of Art that
require listed building consent, [the] council
will need to re-consult us with a set of detailed
drawings that show what that impact will be.”

Well, we trust they will. But what is the
council’s attitude? Having done its best to
allow demolition of Mackintosh’s legacy back
in the 1970s, it now regards the Mackintosh
Industry as a cash cow for Glasgow, essential
s for tourism.  Toshie’s
~ 150th birthday falls
next year, and his
famous Willow Tea
Rooms is, happily, to
get a £10m revamp, so
surely the council will
twn down a bad,
overweening  scheme
that will damage the
setting of the School of
Art? We shall see.
There is no reason to
suppose  that  the
councillors really care about the city’s historic
buildings.

As Nigel Dewar Gibb wrote to The Herald
last month: “How tragic

—y

Above all, there is Egyptian Halls in Union
Thomson's finest and most extraordinary

cmNgrS’Iul:m he problem of Egyptian Halls
ion 10 t 0 ian

is on the horizon, even in the 200th anniversary
vear of the birth of its architect: one of Scotland’s

greatest. Yet the council has 10 find
£250,000 to put towards restoration of the Willow
Tea Rooms. One begins to despair...




June 2017 — reinforces lack of cohesion from Scot Govt relating to combined
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for the economic as well as the social beacfits
d&tcmmwmdm

Wdﬁhtoﬂ"-;h&holmww
the M of the Scottish Enlightenment? O,

Thomson n
buildings in the kingdom™ (by which he mean
the United Kimgdom) ~ it is a visible symbol o
the Scoetish Enlightcnment and of the values that
once made Scotland great. But it remains under

The truly barbarous scheme by the firm of the
lue(mnmkmlomakcumuhwm
for the Rosewood Group by

m.lmhael.wdlnsunplym
% &
ulllthmlbcAMoﬁheNoﬂh"Wmh

moving im Litsle
muamumm»m

Hamilion ;mmwemdoo\mmthed;m
hillsides with new extensions (see Eyes 1386,
1388 & 1401) may have been (narrowly) rejected
for planning permission and | buslding
consent because of its scale, but the developers
have oot given up.

Duddingston House Propertics has now put
forward a revised scheme in which the new
buildings are smaller and set flrther back from
the road, but the effect is the same. The

noble ballding into a hotel
mm:mm:udlkpluhmin
vigorously opposed by the  Architectural
Heritage Society of Scotland, among others.
Spoiling both the High School and Calton Hill
mm particularly momstrous when there is a
and civilised fully-funded
xh«w : the proposal by the Royal High
School Preservation Trust to make the building
the new home of St Mary's Music Sehool, ‘tncb

The problem is that Duwddi House
Propcnmhuamchunanbew s0 if the
mud hotel wins permission it will take

will lhe fac of one of

it :ﬂ-m‘ I docided. What will

stnc Scotland advise wd Edinburgh city
council decade?

Given their respective rocords, there must
be cause for comcern, especially as Edinburgh
pow scems in thrall 1o commercial imterests.
memm‘dthmmlmtohoou
Scotland’s sbuggish cconomy, has set up a
Gmmh Commission, on which two property

) st It is chaired by the former
SNP MSP Andrew Wilson, a professional
corporate lobbyist who seems to have listle time

“At last! Antractive wind turbines! ™

empty and up for grabs. This was
designed in 1892 by George Washington

hospital by
’mﬂ%w acting for NHS Lothian
and NHS Scotland. A bid was then entered by

"
&

Smaws. Y
Smans

R e B

- Lime
R R T TH

estival.

Mr McDowell s vision was fo restore and
0 the old “Sick Kids™ hospital to make
Meadows: a Centre for Arts and Creative

Private Eve : July 2017 1
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excaped the attention of your
pondent (Robin Liywelyn, Eye II;O/ that
aries, lic comveniences, soctal care for
- aned many other services funded from
public purse are being severely cut, whilst
oﬁddcbtmhﬂalammﬂkﬁw

produced bilingwally at i ¥y
rﬁmwodnlur-my in Waies don’?

them on the fingers of one Nothving will
persuade me that Welsh ix a more useful
langwage in which to receive edwcation than
English, wherever you live in Wales.

1 have every respect for Welsh langwage and
culture, but mot ot my expense as a taxpayer. end
1 am glad my children did mot have roditional
Welsh-medisnm edweation forced on them 1o their
n-mabkdrm-mw R«Wugnl-w-h

obyect 1o rhis devel
correspondent exhibits a npe o[ uldl-mml«l

bigowry similar to that of which he complains.
DAVID HOWARD.
Hay on Wye, Powys
..How disappointing that Robin Liywelyn

Mrimncmrdl#umdﬂdmaﬁmw
aom:mmpn.-nmm
(" Welsh lessors ", Letters, Eye 1439).

Ilhlbf&l_ro/kxnlatkwﬂk:bw
the best education for our children. Owr
community in and arownd Liangennech has a
nwhm-mo[ﬁutbrum Wolsh,
English and a variety of other languages. The
dual stream at served s well with
an ability to make a choice haved on the bext
Interests of the children.

Welsh is a beautifil langwage and 1 am proud
that both my children can speak ir tharks 1o the
teachers in Liangenmech. It is with grear sadness
that | watch a fine village sohool being wed as a
polirical for showld that be rugby ball)

by mlrduodmlap than focal
addn of children. Trying to
create a “united Welsh-medium community
school ™ by dividing the commurity i ax daft ax
it sownds

LINCOLN GROVE.

Court out
Sie.

1 was axtomished & read that Charles Taylor
L d to remain active on the Liberian

No doubt it will be announced in due
conrse that the successful bidder is a property
hospital

Faﬂnlbdu
between

lndopas and the banks? In Edavluzl.‘
Surely not?

poburdum\wrh-nrolakvrlwuﬂlli'

Franklond, County Durham (Phone a Fiensd,
Eye 1435). 1 ought to point owt, however, that his
50-;mmmxrﬁx-w(ﬂ-n and crimes

iy was ded down by the
%‘U(‘Mﬁrwlm not by the
International Criminal Court. Like Taylor,
1 spend a great deal of time indoors.
DR JAMIE TRINIDAD,

Wolfion College, Cambridge.

issing Lincs

" Re Fat of the Land (Eve 1438): The “PE”

STUART PEAR(‘EY
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@
order (CPO). with the

etters | Py
purchase
eventual result that by 2008 the whole building

ired by Derek Soute, a deve bome off-message
besed & Dandcn i %

Mr Sowtcr has devised a perfectly sensible
: M(M&ﬂ:rym»m”

conndldlddlenghlhm;lnl%md
2 compelsory

Rrpwm&rq{lmu 1440 - George
anncunced as editor of the
o while standing in front of a TV
0 uwanumrnﬁmdn Tory party

landmt pm\elegv " Showmre mishiake,
" DUNCAN S0

eloofhith

Re Numkr O-nclll%flﬂ. Eye 1440); the

hnanmrdwilb
h «moﬂﬂgcnng Articte 50,
Py mdovmh /a«n\w
: X F  and is still a mUX o with mo
\,g (for now) in a United 6 z‘ ity »ﬁkmlmhgwdnguba* wm
and Egypeian Halls is ] demxcratic mandate.
(l.t:’:ldm of I‘hlc;l Ghs.owh ik lzgg.:ﬂkk-wmﬁt
Great Britain) ought to pmnd'.ooe jic f w Copley).
School I.'Okd:s b;nd: o e ;
of Art designed other great i i ,
talent, C.R. Mackintosh. : afety lesson
It was built in Unica Strect 1870-72 25 2
m;lfm ith ok 'u!l"l'l‘ery ) I ible (and imclt.'c cargument o
com| with a progressive amenity, 2 “ladics' C y ireversi which was. " in
Iavuotymdmhngt:om '“t'f?cﬂ*lnn hhm).lhc«.:ﬂu ™ ey for “wilures, Eye
extraordinary composition of exot responsible considerable rise in costs (0 But ratl wiions have Imvoq
architectural elements which defied classical to endless delay, | am out of my depeh. Bt it is 3 appaition to W oS
convention and logic, and employed large clanhemlhumdm»pbc:
sheets of ghass in a very inventive maaner; cbstacles in his way. Why? Especially when
behind, the interior was largely of iron restoration of Halls is the key to the
construction, One contemporary (London) regencration of Union Stre ssemacy i
critic wrote that Egyptian Halls was: “Prodably r ems 1o be the S0 partmen, cloves the door and stgnaly the
the architect's most successful effort, and we ~ concem take on E ! iver to leave. So at that point the gward ix
ual, for originality, grandeur of h L ! y 0 ide the train unable to sce anything
effect, coald be found vith a famous. \listed anpening as the train moves. With DOO, as the
) : ain starts the driver can lovk @t the CCTV or
irnor o make swre nothing untoward iy
otk S e RAMT b oy oy ot
RMT s
© stlodecay. hirg which is safer. =
Emummmmmfnm i ish government verpooi.
ﬁ';mh: and i mﬂ'zugm as not falling do pe his ot fire?
oW p i LY whe 3 : : A :
conplmd.m-almpomu?guow ! ! s nd'y e

“Dr B Ching™ is carmvet that the RMT has o

] \ ; pt Km corresponckent (A police officer
0~ coe in severe danger - shoald also ", Letsers, Eve 1436) and the respondent,
nt 10 Scottish culture. - 1y, Eve 1440 “Black Lives do matter™)
no one in the Scottish government amg with other readers may wish to read New
whombm.?heodslogelher and get things City s review of police "Blwe on Blwe"
moving in this biceatenary year? In fact, is ootings commissioncd after two Nack officers
there anyone in Holyrood who cares about the shor decd by colleagmer (wewhiks. harvand
art of architecture in which Scots have fer Ifsestico-Backup/publ B
It may weil be that attacks on cfficers
been launched by some claiming ko
“Black Lives Matters ", but the
d mumofblockcndﬂbpmkoﬁcm
higher ot the hands of their collcagwes,
all ethmicities, If yow read the wiole
)\wuillﬁndhm- um\m'aﬁur
ponding whilst distributing Chrisimas
g ; nutodddmnm&vlup:hoﬂ amd
ag.” wiyuwﬁw wivilse still
. year sees Toshic's 150th birthday. No ack offcer was
dowbt it will be celebrated by

M!KE WINNEY,

‘Piloti’
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thanks to water leaks and a lack of adequate
maintenance. It hopes the competition will

eading cimema architects of his day, but very few
of his single-screen buildings of the 1920
with omate theatre-style interiors, have survived
the changing p of going. When it
opened m 1929, the Majestic was hailed as
Mappetiey s best building.

Unlike mach of Theaves” work, the Maj
wasn't Jost when the cinema stopped showi

films in the 1950s. Vanous businesses have
wse of the space, including an interior design
which restored the interioe in the 1980s, carefull
peeserving the plasterwork and winning an aw
from Nottingham Civic Society.
Developer Konda Properties, which owns the
site, has submitted plans to Nottingham i
council to demolish the building in its entirety 1
make way for 26 flats. The plans descnbe the
venue as a “redundant cinema... closed to the
pablic for many years™ and currently in use only
as a space for martial arts classes. However, in
2018 a novelty ™) hunting™ company took
over the lease created a “haunted™ muscum
for its cvents. It also regularly screens classic
scary movies and runs a tearoom in the balcony.
Local historian Bob Masscy has called for the
plans to be rejected and the building to be listed.
“This is a very important building and of great
historical significance in the area; the building
should be d. The tenants are doing

lmpbrw.hqmw

oot

" to demonstrate

purposeful design

what Glasgow is missing by

maost interesting buildings, by one of the citys
wraps.

best architects, under
Difficulties over restoring
mummo: when it had

leaving one of its

the building

order (CPO) in

shops and a hotel. But issues with the
purchasing process led to years of legal
and acrimonious divag

Ac v s r

wrangling
GCC.

HOUSING NEWS

FIRST, the good news for minksters:
supreme court judges have overtarned »
high court ruling that the benefit cap
unlawfully discriminates against lone
parents and their children; and a new
analysis concludes that the government is ot
last showing some leadership on
homel and rough

a very good job keeping the ® 2.
including maintaining its oniginal decor and
plaster work,™ he wrote in the Nottinghamshire
Local History Association newsletier,

a huge Joss 1o the arca and

sleeping.

But even before the UN Special Rapportear
on Extreme Poverty had accused the
government of presiding over “the systematic

ration of millions™ - p ing a formal
laint from work and pensions secretary

i e

Mapperley's history if this building was
demolished. Few cinema buildings as good as
this in their original form still exist and even
fewer in as good a condition.”

BLOB In Birmingham, meanwhile, the grade
11-listed art deco Harborme Royalty Cinema was
hit by a third fire last month. Like the Majestic, it
ceased use as a cinema in the 1950s and has had
a chequered history since then, including being
used a3 a bingo hall and, cr, cannabis farm.

adi MARCE intenion,

THE Alexander Thomson Society has *
launched an i tional archi v
competition in an attempt to raise the plight of
the architects

anfortunately
1441). He cond: s
Glasgow city council (GCC) and Historic
over the Category A listed building on
Union Street, which was designed by Thomson
and built in 1870-72.
Although there are shops on the ground

Amber Rudd - the headlines were losing their

shine,

While the judges found the discrimination
was lawful, they also said there was no
evidence the benefit cap is achieving stated
aims, but rather “sound reasons 10 accept™ that
it is inflicting poverty on claimants, And while
the rescarchers who compiled the latest
Homel M pablished by Crisis
hailed some positive carly results from the
government’s 2017 Homelessness Reduction
Act, they were far outweighed by the impact of
cuts in housing and welfare budgets since 2010.

With listle mvestment in new social housing
and thousands of existing homes sold under the
Right 10 Buy, the sumber of lettings to
homeless families is down 20 percent on five
years ago and half what it was in the 1990s.
Changes in landlords’ ketting policies are
making things worse, with two-thirds of local
mthontic; reporting that affordabality tests

L o . v

P £ arc
increasingly difficult for homeless
10 get tenancies. There are now 85,000
homeless families stuck in ¥
accommodation, an increase of 71 percent

it

since 2011,

Upside Down House Brexit party

Sir,
Is the Upside Down Howse in Brighton by
any chance related 1o the Brexit Party?

F. DOVE,
Dartford, Kent

Cherry picking

Sir,
Re the Farage fruitcake cover (Eye 1496).

Well, I suppose you could argue that because
there s a cherry in it, itk a fruitcake. But it’s not,
is it? Ity a madeira cake.

JACKIE ENDERBY.
Virgin mirth

Sir,
1 too enjoyed the cover of Eye 1495, apart

oo the wni

1 placement facilitated from the less-than-

produc
noble athlete. Still, Beardie s marketing

will raisex their glasses to Lord
Gnome for the freebic.

1 alvo enjoved the front cover of Eye 1496,
which was very witty, W that
Brexiteers are not totally of humowr,
despite the almast incessant amount of bad rews
heaped upon us on a daily basis?

And, another thing..

Eye 1495, pl0: “He [Farage] may have won
the Brexit referendum by demonising Eaxt
Ewropean immigrants... ™

Eye 1495, pll: =..the mumber of Albanians
in British prisons has ballooned to more than
700"

So he had a point? The facts surely
..o/ ooy
JAMES MASON

Trade betrayed
Sir

.Anllhrmlymdngf)wgvmmm
be shocked by the parlous level of trade

Republic, Grenada. Guyana, Jamaica, Saint
Christopher and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidod
and Tobago, Madagascar, Maritius, Seychelles,
Zimbabwe, Papua New Guinea and Fiji. The UK
also hay, | read, mutual recog "

with Australia, New Zealand and the United
States.

A cracking resuit, at 34 countries after three
years of Brexit in the making. Only 16/ 10 go,
which af current progress takes ws 102036, The
quastion ks, will Brexit have happened by then?

EMMA BAGLEY,

Bristol.



