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“})+ designed by architect Alfred Thraves in

the 1920s, faces demolition just as it has
started showing films again for the first time in_
more than 50 years.

~ %2, HE former Majestic Cinema, :
'.3,irlhpputar suburb of Nottingham,

Nottingham-based Thraves was onc of the
leading cinema architects of his day, but very few?

of his large single-screen buildings of the 1920s,:
with omate theatre-style interiors, have survived’
the changing pattern of cinema going. When it
opened in 1929, the Majestic was hailed as
Mapperley’s best building. !

Unlike much of Thraves' work, the Majestic

wasn't lost when the cinema stopped showing
. shops and a hotel. But issues with the

films in the 1950s. Various businesses have made
use of the space, including an interior design firm.
which restored the interior in the 1980s, carefully
preserving the plasterwork and winning an awa
from Nottingham Civic Society.

Developer Konda Properties, which owns the

site, has submitted plans to Nottingham ci
council to demolish the building in its entirety ta
make way for 26 flats. The plans describe the'(y

venue as a “redundant cinema... closed to the
public for many years™ and currently in use only
as a space for martial arts classes. However, in
2018 a novelty “ghost hunting™ company took
over the lease and created a “haunted” museum
for its events. It also regularly screens classic
scary movies and runs a tearoom in the balcony.

Local historian Bob Massey has called for the
plans to be rejected and the building to be listed.
“This is a very important building and of great
historical significance in the area; the building
should be retained. The present tenants are doing
a very good job keeping the building running,
including maintaining its original decor and
plaster work,” he wrote in the Nottinghamshire
Local History Association newsletter.

“It would be a huge loss to the area and
Mapperley’s history if this building was
demolished. Few cinema buildings as good as
this in their original form still exist and even
fewer in as good a condition.”

BLOB In Birmingham, meanwhile, the grade
Il-listed art deco Harborme Royalty Cinema was
hit by a third fire last month. Like the Majestic, it
ceased use as a cinema in the 1950s and has had
a chequered history since then, including being
used as a bingo hall and, er, cannabis farm. A

14 3 ar badly damaged the interior,

THE Alexander Thomson Society has ~
launched an international architecture
competition in an attempt to raise the plight of
the Glaswegian architect's spectacular yet
crumbling Egyptian Halls building, which has
lain largely empty for 40 years.

The Eye’s Piloti highlighted the building’s
troubles many times, describing it as deserving
to be as “famous and cherished” as the city’s

unfortunately fire-prone School of Art (Eye
1441). He condemned the complacent inactivity
of Glasgow city council (GCC) and Historic
Scotland over the Category A listed building on
Union Street, which was designed by Thomson
and built in 1870-72,

Although there are shops on the ground

in the floor, the colonnaded upper fa¢ade is now

wrapped in scaffolding and protective fabric.
The society says the interior has suffered
thanks to water leaks and a lack of adequate
maintenance. It hopes the competition will
inspire “innovative, imaginative and
purposeful design solutions” to demonstrate
what Glasgow is missing by leaving one of its
most interesting buildings, by one of the city's
best architects, under wraps.

Difficulties over restoring the building
began in the 1980s when it had multiple
owners. A compulsory purchase order (CPO) in
the 1990s brought in interesied investors who
had what looked like a good and viable plan for

purchasing process led to years of legal
wrangling and acrimonious disagreement with
GCC.

Derek Souter, director of the property
companies involved, says the flawed CPO
process landed his business with a legal

nightmare to disentangle them from the former |

owners’ claims for compensation. By the time
that was resolved, restoration costs had

Mr Souter is backing the society’s new
competition but says there is no way the owners
can now afford to restore the building without
a grant or public support. Alas, relations
between the owners and GCC are now at the

HOUSING NEWS

FIRST, the good news for ministers:
supreme court judges have overturned a
high court ruling that the benefit cap
unlawfully discriminates against lone
parents and their children: and a new
analysis concludes that the government is at
last showing some leadership on
homelessness and rough sleeping.

But even before the UN Special Rapporteur
on Extreme Poverty had accused the
government of presiding over “the systematic
immiseration of millions” — prompting a formal
complaint from work and pensions secretary
Amber Rudd - the headlines were losing their
shine.

While the judges found the discrimination
was lawful, they also said there was no
evidence the benefit cap is achieving stated
aims, but rather “sound reasons to accept” that
it is inflicting poverty on claimants. And while
the researchers who compiled the latest
Homelessness Monitor published by Crisis
hailed some positive early results from the
government’s 2017 Homelessness Reduction

\ Act, they were far outweighed by the impact of
cuts in housing and welfare budgets since 2010,

With little investment in new social housing
and thousands of existing homes sold under the
Right to Buy, the number of lettings to
homeless families is down 20 percent on five
years ago and half what it was in the 1990s.
Changes in landlords’ letting policies are
making things worse, with two-thirds of local
authorities reporting that affordability tests
imposed by housing associations are making it
increasingly difficult for homeless households
to get tenancics. There are now 85,000
homeless families stuck in temporary
accommodation, an increase of 71 percent

Y since 2011,

Upside Down House Brexit party

Private Eye : March 2019

Sir,
Is the Upside Down House in Brighton by
any chance related to the Brexit Party?
F. DOVE,

| Dartford, Kent.

| Cherry picking

Sir,

Re the Farage fruitcake cover (Eye 1496),
Well, I suppose you could argue that because
there’s a cherry in ii, its a fruitcake. Bul it not,

| is it? It’s @a madeira cake.

JACKIE ENDERBY.

Virgin mirth
Sir,
1 too enjoyed the cover of Eye 1495, apart

from the unintentional assistance toward

product placement facilitated from the less-than-
noble athlete. Still, Beardie s marketing
department will raises their glasses to Lord
Gnome for the freebie,

[ also enjoyed the front cover of Eye 1496,
which was very witty. Does this prove that
Brexiteers are not totally devoid of humour,
despite the almost incessant amount of bad news
heaped upon us on a daily basis?

And, another thing...

Eye 1495, pl0: "He [Farage] may have won
the Brexit referendum by demonising East
European immigranis..."”

Eye 1495, pll: “...the number of Albanians
in British prisons has ballooned to more than
700..."

So perhaps he had a point? The facts surely
speak for themselves,.,

JAMES MASON.

Trade betrayed

Sir;

Am I the only reader of your great organ to
be shocked by the parlous level of trade
agreements the UK has?

I note we now have signed irade agreements
with the economic powerhouses of Chile, Faroe
Islands, Iceland, Norway, Israel, Liechtenstein,
Palestinian Authority, Switzerland, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas,
Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Dominican
Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint
Christopher and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad
and Tobago, Madagascar, Mauritius, Seychelles,
Zimbabwe, Papua New Guinea and Fiji. The UK
also has, I read, mutual recognition agreements
with Australia, New Zealand and the United
States,

A cracking result, at 34 countries after three
years of Brexit in the making. Only 161 to go,
which at current progress takes us 102036, The
question is, will Brexit have happened by then?

EMMA BAGLEY,

Brisiol.



